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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
9/3/19 
• Curriculum @11am 
9/10/19 
• Curriculum @11am 
9/12/19 
• Curriculum @11am 
• SFSC @11am 
9/17/19 
• Faculty @11am 
9/19/19 
• Grad Advisory @11am 
9/24/19 
• Curriculum @11am 
9/26/19 
• Curriculum @11am 
10/1/19 
• Equipment @11am 
10/3/19 
• His/Theory/Comp @11am 
• Music Ed @ 11am 
10/8/19 
• Scholarship @11am 
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Allison Alcorn led the second ISU Music in the UK study abroad program with 
twelve music majors, spending just over three weeks in London and Edinburgh.  The 
students experienced a backstage tour and performance at the Royal Opera, a concert 
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra at Southbank Centre, Choral Evensong at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, an organ recital at Handel’s church (St. George Hanover 
Square), a visit to Handel’s House and the Foundling Hospital, a grand trek to Gustav 
Holst’s house, and so many other 
wonderful things.  They made a day trip 
to Oxford and visited with the pre-
eminent scholar, Dr. Jeremy Montagu, in 
his home and spent several hours at the 
Bate Collection at the University.  In 
Edinburgh the students took bagpipe 
lessons, danced at a ceilidgh, spent the 
day with the curators and conservator at 
the Musical Instrument Museum, 
climbed Arthur’s Seat… Many thanks to 
all of  you for encouraging your students 
to take advantage of  this opportunity. It 
was spectacular. 
Allison Alcorn with School of  Music study abroad 
students in the UK.
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Glenn Block spent the summer on a three-month 
international tour to four countries on three continents.  
He guest-conducted14 international orchestras and led 
6 international conducting seminars speaking Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Italian to orchestras, students, and 
audiences.  He was on tour to Argentina, Paraguay, 
Brazil, and Italy, serving as Resident Conductor for the 
Londrina (Brazil) International Music Festival, 
the Iguazu (Brazil) International Music Festival, and the 
Guadiagrele (Italy) Opera Festival.  He will be 
returning to Brazil in December to guest-conduct and 
lead orchestras and conducting seminars in Sao Paolo, 
Londrina, and Victoria.  Camillo Telez, new graduate 
assistant conductor who holds a masters in conducting 
from Indiana University, has been offered the position 
of  Interim Music Director for the Sangamon Valley 
Civic and youth orchestras for the 2019-2020 season.  
Camillo and fellow graduate student Aaron Gomez 
will be conducting Opera Practicum rehearsals and 
performances this semester. 
Karyl Carlson, Tim Fredstrom, and Mark 
Grizzard hosted the American Choral Directors 
Association (ACDA) Summer Retreat in June, 2019. 
130 choral directors from around the state were on 
campus for two days with clinicians Joe Miller 
(Westminster Choir College) and composer/arranger 
Stacey V. Gibbs.  The ISU student chapter of  ACDA 
was well-represented. The state leadership frequently 
acknowledged the vital roles assumed by ISU student 
volunteers that ensured that the conference ran 
smoothly. 
Michael Dicker taught a course in bassoon repair for 
the National Association of  Band Instrument Repair 
Technicians “Bassoon University”  at the Association’s 
international headquarters in Normal, Illinois.  The 
course took place from June 24 through June 28.  In 
attendance were instrument technicians from 
throughout the United States.  Included among the 
students was Adriana Sosa, who completed her 
Master of  Music degree at Illinois State University in 
bassoon performance this past May.  Adriana has begun 
her training and studies toward completion of  a degree 
in musical  instrument repair at Minnesota State  
College Southeast – Redwing.  Michael also appeared 
as bassoon soloist at the Heartland Festival Orchestra’s 
“Summer Serenade”  in Peoria Heights, IL on August 
13.  At the invitation of  David Commanday, Music 
Director of  the Heartland Festival Orchestra, Michael 
 performed Mozart’s Sonata for Bassoon and Cello in Bb, K. 
292 with Maestro Commanday playing cello.  The 
program included two additional works by Mozart: 
 Divertimento in Eb, K. 166, and Serenade No. 10 “Gran 
Partita” in Bb, K. 361. 
Geoffrey Duce visited Chongqing, China in July, 
where he taught as a faculty member in the inaugural 
Global Immersion Program at SouthWest 
University.  As part of  a cohort of  85 professors from 
many countries, he taught an intensive course on Piano 
Literature and Style to SouthWest University Piano 
Majors.  He also gave a performance at SWU.  Prior to 
this, he visited Taipei, Taiwan, where he taught a 
masterclass, lessons, and gave a performance in a 
privately-run piano studio.  
Tim Fredstrom conducted Bach Cantata 172 at 
the Peoria Bach Festival in June.  Also, he was a chorus 
member and soloist in the performance of  Handel's 
Samson and presented a pre-concert lecture. 
Phillip Hash (music education) delivered the keynote 
address at the Tri-M Music Honor Society induction 
ceremony held at Normal West Community High 
School in May.  In June, he organized the ISU Band 
Director Workshop, attended by 80 instrumental music 
educators from the state.  Presenters included ISU  
faculty Tony Marinello (director of  bands), Andy 
Rummel (tuba/euphonium), David Snyder (music 
education), and Phillip Hash, as well as Brian Covey  
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Geoff  Duce in China with piano students at SWU.
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(Lockport Township High School), Chip DeStefano 
(McCracken Middle School, Skokie), and ISU alumna 
Rachel Maxwell (Traughber Jr. High, Oswego).  
Rachel Hockenberry began her bi-coastal summer 
playing principal horn in Queen City Opera's 
production of  Der Freischutz in Cincinnati, Ohio.  This 
was the first performance of  this opera in Cincinnati in 
over 100 years.  She next traveled to Maryland, where 
she spent 12 days performing and teaching at the 
Maryland Wind Festival. Upon returning to her home-
away-from-home in Los Angeles, she performed with 
the Long Beach Municipal Band, among other 
engagements.  She then flew back east to record with 
the Stiletto Brass Quintet in Washington, DC.  Her 
summer ended where it began, performing with the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra during their "Look 
Around" event, which engaged dozens of  local 
performance groups and drew thousands of  people to 
downtown Cincinnati's Washington Park. 
Kevin Hart's summer began by having some of  his 
recorded music accepted and added to some rather 
large Spotify playlists. His Vibe Tribe and Trio stayed 
busy with performances at CEFCU Stage Summer Jazz 
Series, Medici Craft Beer and Jazz Street Fair, Connie 
Link Amphitheater, Baxter's American Grille in 
Bloomington & Champaign, Prairie Players Theater in 
Galesburg, the Bloomington Farmer's Market, and 
numerous other public and private events.  Kevin also 
recently performed several concerts of  original music 
with both David Hoffman and Tom Marko. 
John Koch reports that MIOpera 2019 was the most 
successful season to date, offering three performances  
of  Puccini’s La Bohème and 4 performances of  Johann 
Strauss’ Die Fledermaus.  MIOpera took Die Fledermaus to 
its Chicago venue, the First United Methodist Church 
of  LaGrange, Illinois, where the cast performed with 
the Salt Creek Chamber Orchestra, under the direction 
of  Dr. Timothy Semanik of  Bradley University.  
MIOpera Artistic Directors John M. Koch and alumna  
Tracy M. Koch performed respectively as conductor 
of  La bohème and stage director of  both productions.  
Since MIOpera’s inception in 2011, the past 8 seasons 
have offered operatic performing opportunities to ISU 
alumni including John Ramseyer, Joshua 
Ramseyer, Christie Duffer, Caisa Sanburg, 
Kevin Prina, Rebecca Crumrine, Dennis 
Gotkowski, Macauley Allen, Kyle Schneider, 
Molly Scanlon, Kristyn Szwajka, Caleb Bent, 
Katherine Cosenza, Kristin Moroni, Sidney 
Megeff, Kenzie Ahlman, Hayley Koch, Matthew 
Mancillas, Lauren Koszyk, Louisa Peng, Andy 
Maya, and Seung Kyung Baek.  MIOpera 2019 also 
included current ISU students Jessica Bella, Mikayla 
Mindiola, and Sherry Yang.  This year MIOpera is 
launching the MIOpera Vocal Competition in New 
York City, Chicago and Indianapolis, with the generous 
support of  Patricia Sheridan of  NYC . 
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Andy Rummel presenting to Band Director Workshop participants.
Kenzie Alman and Macauley Allen perform in MIOpera 2019.
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Joe Matson recently completed several copyediting 
projects for Oxford University Press.  Including this 
latest round of  projects, he has now copyedited a total 
of  12 books and more than 1,700 encyclopedia articles.  
Joe recently participated in several CTLT workshops, 
including a session dedicated to helping international 
student writers, and a CTLT discussion group that met 
throughout the summer.  He served as an invited 
panelist for faculty orientation, where he spoke with 
ISU's newest, non-tenure-track faculty members. 
Anne McNamara debuted her album, "A Winter's 
Night,” in April 2019 on the Arts Laureate label. The 
CD includes the premiere recordings of  several works, 
including the first sonata ever written for flugelhorn by 
Carson Cooman.  In May, Anne performed a recital at 
the International Women's Brass Conference in Tempe, 
AZ.  The performance included the Cooman 
flugelhorn sonata and Kevin McKee's "Under Western 
Skies" with trumpeter Stacy Simpson.  In June, Anne 
was on faculty at the 
University of  Kentucky 
Summer Trumpet 
Institute, where she 
enjoyed a week of  
performing and 
teaching, including 
conducting a trumpet 
ensemble of  college 
students from around 
the United States. 
Lauren Palmer spent her summer at Crunchem Hall 
Primary School (The Hoogland Center for the Arts in 
Springfield) playing the role of  Miss Honey in Matilda! 
Adriana Ransom was interviewed for a feature article 
on teaching and playing by Pauline Harding, 
contributor to the international string journal The 
Strad.  The resulting article, “Left-hand Finger 
Independence: How to Build Strength and Flexibility 
for a Truly Agile Left Hand,” was published in the June, 
2019 issue of The Strad.  The ISU String Project 
welcomed back ISU alumnus Phil Rudd the week of   
July 29.  Phil led both the String Project camp orchestras 
(younger students) as well as the new REDBIRD 
Philharmonic (high schoolers) in rehearsals and a 
concert.  Both camps were a great success!   
Adriana, Kate Lewis, and eight String Project student 
teachers also contributed to the week-long camps. 
David Snyder conducted one of  the bands at the ISU 
Junior High Band Camp June 16-22, and presented a 
session on the new Illinois Learning Standards at the 
ISU Band Director’s Workshop on June 12.  David also 
taught a Music Appreciation course through Lincoln 
College and a section of  MUS 152 (Experiencing 
Music) at ISU this summer. 
Elizabeth Thompson, alongside Justin Vickers and 
voice area student Ivana Popovic, represented ISU at 
the Classical Singer music convention in Chicago in 
May.  While there, she presented a masterclass and 
served as a judge for the affiliated national competition. 
In June, she participated in the Voice Science and 
Pedagogy Workshop hosted at Montclair State 
University in New Jersey, establishing a further presence 
in the vocal acoustics field.  Thompson also performed 
her recital program "Songs My Neighbors Taught Me," 
presented previously on the ISU campus last March, in 
Kansas City, MO this past July.   
Michelle Vought performed a concert on May 18 in 
Sterling, Virginia at Community Lutheran Church, 
which she entitled “Love, Laugher, and Apartment 
Living.”  On July 11, Michelle and her students were 
invited to perform for a fourth year at the Seedling 
Theatre Camp, a theatre camp for students with special 
needs.  Then on July 29, Michelle and other ISU 
vocalists sang for Concerts on the Quad. 
Campus Box 5660 •  Norm al,  IL  •  61790-5660 •  309.438.763 1
Illinois State University • School of Music Faculty Newsletter
Anne McNamara’s new CD.
Participants at the annual Seedling Theatre Camp.
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Roger Zare's composition, Zodiacal Light, which was 
commissioned last year by 23 duos making up the 
Flute/Clarinet Duos Consortium, was premiered by the 
Webster Trio at the International Clarinet Association 
ClarinetFest 2019 in Knoxville, Tennessee in July.  Also 
during the summer, the Fischoff  and M-Prize winning 
Donald Sinta Quartet released their first album, Collider, 
featuring two of  Roger's saxophone quartet 
compositions, LHC and Z(4430).  The third movement 
of  his sonata for alto saxophone and piano was chosen 
from a call for scores to be included in the first 
NewMusicShelf Anthology of  New Music: Alto Saxophone, Vol. 
1, and will be performed by saxophonist Alan Theisen 
and pianist Marianne Parker in New York City in 
January 2020.  
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Upcoming Events 
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check your events 
for accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need to be made.  If  
your event does not yet have a description included, send text to 
Peggy so that she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
9/3/19      Hearing Convocation @ 11am, KRH 
9/4/19      Magnuson SOA Colloquium @ noon, UG 
9/6/19      Tzu-Yi Chen (piano) @ 7pm, KRH 
9/7/19      Roy Magnuson VR Demo @ 1pm, UG 
9/7/19      Home Football @ 6pm, Stadium 
9/10/19    David Gresham @ 7:30pm, KRH 
9/12/19    CFA Naming Event @ 3pm, CPA  
9/12/19    Ashlee Mack (piano) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
9/15/19    Choral Showcase @ 3pm, CPA 
9/17/19    State of  the University @ 2pm, CPA 
9/21/19    Home Football @ 4pm, Stadium 
9/22/19    All-State Band Day, 12:30pm, CH 
9/22/19    Wind Symphony @ 5pm, CPA 
9/23/19    Laura Snowden (guitar) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
9/24/19    Alexander Tech Convo @ 11am, CPA 
9/26/19     Jazz Ensembles I & II @ 8pm, CPA 
9/28/19    Transfer Audition Day @ 9am 
9/29/19    All-State String Day 
9/29/19    Symphony Orchestra @ 5pm, CPA 
10/4/19    Sym Winds/Sym Band @ 8pm, CPA 
10/5/19    Home Football @ noon, Stadium 
10/6/19    Anne McNamara @ 3pm, KRH 
10/14/19  Nathan Wysock (guitar) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/15/19  Alexander Tech Convo @ 11am, CPA 
10/15/19  Milene Aliverti (cello) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/16/19  Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
10/17/19  CreativeCon @ 4pm, CVA 
10/19/19  State Marching Contest @ 7am, Stadium 
10/20/19  Afternoon of  Brass @ 3pm, CPA 
10/22/19  Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
10/22/19  M. Harley (bassoon) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/23/19  Nathan Munson (tenor) @ 7pm, KRH 
2019 -2020 Audition Dates 	  
	 Saturday, 9/28/19 
	 Saturday, 12/7/19	  
	 Saturday, 1/18/20 
	 Friday, 1/24/20 
	 Saturday, 1/25/20	  
	 Friday, 2/7/20	  
	 Saturday, 2/8/20		 	  
	 Saturday, 3/28/20 
Webster Trio flutist Leone Buyse, clarinetist Michael Webster, and 
pianist Wesley Ducote with Roger Zare.
